
14.The nature and extent of the proposed development and the principal 
features thereof 

The proposed development is for a shared ‘Route to the trails’ cyclist and pedestrian 
path of 790 metres in length and predominantly 2.3 meters in width along the R421 
regional road between Kinnitty Village at the community centre and the Kinnitty GAA 
sports grounds entrance. The proposed development will also include upgrading of 
the Kinnitty GAA entrance. This will provide improved connectivity between the 
village of Kinnitty and the Slieve Bloom Mountain Bike Trails which are accessed via 
the R421 through the GAA site and onto Coillte forest roads which then lead to the 
Slieve Bloom Mountain Bike Trails.  

The ‘Route to the trails’ cyclist and pedestrian path will include the following 
elements: 

• Development of a shared cyclist and pedestrian path 
• Road widening and new road lining, 
• Accommodation works to include re-fencing along portions of the road 

boundary  
• The provision of landscaping along the route  
• The provision of a road crossing 
• Provision of ducting and lighting/ESB/Telecoms 
• Public lighting 
• Route Signage 
• Modifications to Kinnity GAA entrance to tie in with proposed cyclist and 

pedestrian path to include new walls, new gates and alteration of entrance 
carriageway. 

• Two number 150cm x 150cm x 200 cm Hardwood or UPVC Timber effect 
bollards or similar arrangement at the intersection point of the GAA entrance 
and the proposed pedestrian cyclist and pedestrian path to slow converging 
cyclists    

• All ancillary works to the above items 
 

The proposal also includes a ‘Kinnitty Woods Loop’ a Novice-Grade Mountain 
Bike Trail on 7.2 hectares of land consisting of single track gravel surface 
construction approximately 900mm wide which will be situated between trees. 
The proposed Novice Track will be circa 2 kilometres in length. The track is 
situated within the curtilage of protected structures reference number 51-007 
(Kinnitty Castle), 51-008 (Kinnitty Castle former Stables), 51-012 (Kinnitty Castle 
Suspension Bridge), 51-010 (Kinnitty Castle Metal Footbridge) and 50-023 
(Kinnitty Castle Gate Lodge) in the Offaly County Development Plan 2014-2020 
(as extended). 

 



 

 

The proposed works are located in the townlands of The Walk TD, Lismoney TD, 
Castletown and Glinsk TD, Kinnitty Co. Offaly 

 

Background to the proposed works 

The proposed works have been awarded funding under the Outdoor Recreation 
Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS). 

 

The ORIS award for funding also includes measures to restore Castle Bernard's 
Historic Bridges and reinstate approximately c.570m of designed riverside walks 
within Kinnity Castle Demense.  The measures to restore Castle Bernard’s Historic 
walks and Bridges do not form components of this Part 8 application. 

 

Please note that a separate Overview and Planning Report has been prepared in 
relation to the ‘Kinnitty Woods Loop’/ Beginner’s Loop Kinnitty by Daithi de Forge, 
Head of Recreation at  Coillte and is included with this part 8. The Coillte report 
supplements the information in this report. 

Protected structures 

There are a number of protected structures, as defined in the County Development 
Plan, in the vicinity of the proposed works most notably: 

 

Bounding the Route to the Trails: Offaly County Council Development Plan 2014-
2020 protected structure 50-25, Former School Kinnitty now a community centre at 
The Walk, Kinnitty: 

 
 



 

 

 

Bounding the Route to the Trails: Offaly County Council Development Plan 2014-
2020 protected structure reference number 50-015 Ardmore House, the walk Kinnitty 

 

 
 

 

 

Bounding the Route to the Trails: Offaly County Council Development Plan 2014-
2020 protected structure reference number 50-015, a house at the Walk, Kinnitty: 

 
Please note that front boundary of this property is a timber post and pillar wooden 
fence which does not form an intrinsic part of this protected structure. 

 

 



 

 

Offaly County Council Development Plan 2014-2020 protected structure reference 
number 50-016 Glen View House is approximately 100 metres from the route to the 
trails  

 
 

 

 

Offaly County Council Development Plan 2014-2020 protected structure reference 
number 51-007 Kinnitty Castle: 

 
 

The proposed ‘Kinnitty Woods Loop’ is situated in the Castle Demesne and is 
therefore within the curtilage of protected structure - Kinnity Castle and also ancillary 
protected structures namely the Kinnitty Castle former Stables,  Kinnitty Castle 
Suspension Bridge, Kinnitty Castle Metal Footbridge and Kinnitty Castle Gate Lodge. 

 



The proposal will not impact negatively on any historic pathways within the historic 
Demesne of the Castle. The Kinnitty Woods Loop will involve little of no cutting of 
mature trees and it will consist of a single track gravel surface approximately 900mm 
wide. It will therefore have no significant impacts on the designed landscape of the 
Castle.  

 

It is considered that the proposed works shall have no negative impacts on any 
protected structures in the vicinity. 

 

Archaeology 

The following items in the Sites and Monuments Record are in the general area of 
the proposed works: 

OF036-044005- Grave slab 

OF036-044003- Castle – motte 

OF036-044002- Church 

OF036-044007- Burial 

OF036-044006- Architectural feature 

OF036-044001- Castle - unclassified 

OF036-044004- Cross - High cross (present location) 

Given the distance of the proposed works to these sites and monuments, it is not 
considered that the proposal can have any adverse impacts on archaeology and the 
proposed works are outside the standard SMR buffer areas. 

 

Development Plan Provisions 

The development is located in areas designated as Slieve Bloom High Amenity 
Areas in the Offaly County Council Development Plan 2014-2020 (as extended). 

The site is also located on the Restricted Regional Route the R421 Tullamore to 
Kinnitty as specified in the Offaly County Council Development Plan 2014-2020 (as 
extended). 

 

A portion of the ‘Route to the trails’ adjoins zoned lands with the Kinnity Village Plan 
in Volume 2 of the Offaly County Council Development Plan 2014-2020 (as 
extended). 

 

 



 

County Development Plan polices and objectives relevant to the proposed 
works 

2.12 Tourism Policies 

TP–05 It is Council policy to further investigate the potential of and opportunities for the 
development of trails in County Offaly to include a mixture of walking, cycling and driving trails, for 
the provision of appropriate services along these trails, and for the development of linkages 
between these trails in Offaly and adjoining counties. The Council will only support such 
developments where it is demonstrated that no significant environmental effects will arise as a 
consequence of their construction or operation. 

 

TP–06 It is Council policy to liaise with strategic partners such as Bord na Móna, The National Parks 
and Wildlife Service and Coillte on the identification of land use strategies for appropriate areas of 
peatland and forestry within the county focusing on the tourism, environmental and heritage value 
of these areas. 

 

TP–07 It is Council policy to favourably consider tourism infrastructure development related to 
sport, recreation and information including boating, angling, walking and pony trekking routes, golf 
courses, adventure centres, and interpretive centres etc. subject to proper planning, environmental 
protection and sustainable development and policies of this plan. 

 

TP–12 It is Council policy to recognise the value of the Slieve Blooms as an area of natural beauty 
with considerable recreation value and potential for diverse opportunities for the tourism industry. 
The Council acknowledges the designation of the Slieve Blooms as a cSAC and SPA and will only 
support opportunities where it can be demonstrated that they will not result in significant effects to 
the conservation objectives of the Slieve Bloom European Sites. 

 

 

2.13 Tourism Objectives 

TO-09 It is an objective of the Council to support the development of a Mountain Bike Trail in the 
Slieve Bloom Mountains. 

 

7.8 Areas of High Amenity 

7.8.1 Introduction 

Areas of High Amenity (AHA) are identified in this plan to protect and enhance areas of scenic and 
amenity value in the County Offaly which are worthy of special protection in order to preserve their 
uniqueness and amenity value. These designations are additional to statutory environmental 
designations National and European which may overlap these AHAs. 



 

It shall be Council priority to protect and preserve the county’s primary Areas of High Amenity (refer 
to Map 7.17) namely the Slieve Bloom Mountains, Clonmacnoise Heritage Zone, the River Shannon, 
Lough Boora Parklands, Grand Canal, Croghan Hill, Raheenmore Bog, Pallas Lake and Clara Bog and 
Eskers, Eiscir Riada, other eskers and Durrow High Cross, Abbey and surrounding area. 

 

7.8.2 Slieve Bloom Mountains 

The Slieve Bloom Mountain area is the only substantial upland area in County Offaly. Approximately 
one-third of the mountains, some 12,000 hectares, lies within County Offaly, the remainder is 
located in County Laois. The value of the Slieve Bloom Mountains derives from the contrast they 
offer to Offaly’s otherwise flat landscape. The mountains afford the visitor a range of spectacular 
views, forests and riverside walks, picnic sites, historic and archaeological sites. The entire mountain 
area has been designated as an Environment Park and it is an over arching aim of the Council to 
realise fully the tourist, recreational and educational potential that the area has to offer. 

 

The overall policy of the Council towards the mountains will be to co-operate with other bodies in 
encouraging development of the amenity and recreational potential of the area while at the same 
time, preserving the quality and character of the environment. The Council accepts that there is 
need to devise an overall strategy for the integrated development of the Slieve Bloom area and to 
secure an appropriate balance between competing land uses e.g. farming, forestry, recreation, 
conservation and residential., It is noted that Offaly County Council along with Laois County Council 
prepared a joint policy statement for the Slieve Bloom Mountain in May 1995. 

7.9 Areas of High Amenity Policies 

AHAP-01 It is Council policy to protect and preserve the county’s primary areas of high amenity 
namely the Slieve Bloom Mountains, Clonmacnoise Heritage Zone, Durrow High Cross, Abbey and 
surrounding area, the River Shannon, Lough Boora Parklands, Grand Canal, Croghan Hill, 
Raheenmore Bog, Pallas Lake, Clara Bog and Eskers, Eiscir Riada and other eskers. These areas are 
indicated on Map 7.17.  

 

Notwithstanding the location of certain settlements, or parts of, for which there are settlement 
plans (towns, villages, ‘sráids’), within the Areas of High Amenity, it is not the intention of this policy 
to hinder appropriate sustainable levels of development (as set out in the plans and subject to 
proper planning). 

 

Further, it is policy to facilitate the sustainable extension and expansion of existing visitor, tourist 
related or other rural enterprises within the Areas of High Amenity, where such development is 
appropriate and where it can be demonstrated that it gives ‘added value’ to the extending activity 
and to the immediate area which is the subject of the ‘Area of High Amenity’ designation. 

 



Table 7.11.1 of the Offaly County Development Plan 2014-2020 denotes the Slieve 
Bloom Upland Area as a high sensitive landscape.  

 

The proposed works are deemed to be consistent with the above policies and 
objectives of the Offaly County Development Plan 2014-2020 (as extended). 

 

 

 

Ed Kelly 

Exec Planner 

 

 


